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ALBANIA's SELF- ASSESSMENT
FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE
THIRD NATIONAL COMMUNI-

CATIONS TO THE UNITED NATIONS
FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON

CLIMATE CHANGE (UNFCCC)

The Government of Albania joined the
UNFCCC in January 1995 and ratified the
Kyoto Protocol on December 16, 2004.  The
commitments of developing countries, including
Albania, as Parties to the UNFCCC establish
common obligations for all Parties taking into
account the common but differentiated respon-
sibilities of countries and their specific national
and regional development priorities, objectives
and circumstances.

Developing country Parties will provide the
UNFCCC with adequate information on the sta-
tus of implementation of such obligations.  Na-
tional communications are required to include
an inventory of net anthropogenic emissions of
GHGs not included in the Montreal Protocol, and
a general description of the steps taken or en-
visaged to implement the Convention in the coun-
try.

To this frame, Albania has already prepared and
successfully submitted respectively, in 2002 and
2009, the First (INC) and the Second National
Communications (SNC) to UNFCCC together
with the Technology Needs Assessment report
(2004), all of them assisted by the GEF/UNDP,
led by the Ministry of Environment (today, Min-
istry of Environment, Forestry and Water Ad-



ministration (MEFWA).

In this context, and in accordance with the Global Environ-
ment Facility (GEF)'s Operational Procedures for the Expe-
dited Financing of National Communications, the Government
of Albania requested UNDP to provide GEF funding for the
self-assessment exercise to end up with the preparation of the
project document for the Third National Communication (TNC)
of Albania to UNFCCC.  This self-assessment, carried out
during 2011, involved:
 1. A stock-taking of activities, results, gaps, lessons learned
of the SNC;  and
 2. Stakeholders' consultations to identify priority areas, strat-
egies and institutional arrangements for the TNC.

The self-assessment went through the following steps:
(i) Stock-take related (realized during March-April 2011):
 Implementation of the stock-taking exercise and prepara-
tion of the stock-taking matrix describing all previous and on-
going activities under the UNFCCC, as well as other related
projects and programmes;
  Identification/review of gaps and uncertainties under the
SNC and proposition of new studies/areas of work for the
TNC;
 Development of prioritization criteria and identification of
priority areas to be addressed under the TNC;
 Identification of potential for linkages and synergies with
other projects;
 Preparation of the draft stock-taking report.

(ii) Stakeholders' consultation related (realized during April -
September 2011 under the leadership of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forestry and Water Administration):
 Undertaking of the stakeholders analysis, including an up-
dated list of all possible individuals and institutions that could
be involved in the stock-taking exercise with their possible
roles, the benefits of their involvement, and any possible chal-
lenges to their involvement;
 Undertaking of the stakeholders' consultations to validate
the methodology of selection for priority issues and new areas
of action.

(iii) Development of the GEF project proposal for the TNC
(realized during May-October 2011):
 Writing of the project proposal for the TNC;
 Discussions of the priorities regarding the Vulnerability and
Adaptation analysis: MoEFWA decided for the coastal area
as the national priority and this has been reflected accordingly
in the Project Document;
 Sharing the draft for comments;
 Incorporation of the comments to the project proposal into
the TNC Project Document;
 Execution of the Workshop to validate the project proposal
on TNC (organised on 23 September 2011 in the premises of
the MoEFWA).

As a matter of methodology, the Project Document is pre-
pared in accordance with the following Convention (and the
Protocol) Guidelines by which a Party informs other Parties
of activities undertaken to address climate change:
 Decision 17/CP8: UNFCCC Guidelines for the preparation

of National Communications from Parties not included in An-
nex I to the Convention;
 UNFCCC User Manual for the Guidelines on the Prepara-
tion of National Communications from non-Annex I Parties;
 GEF operational procedures for the expedited financing of
national communications from Parties not included in Annex I
to the Convention.

The major objectives of the TNC are to update the annual
Albanian Inventory of Anthropogenic GHGs for the period 2000-
2005, focusing on the sectors/gases that have a significant share
of GHG emissions such as the energy/transport sector;
downscaled global models will be developed to regionalize cli-
matic forecasts and apply these new forecasts in V&A as-
sessments that are focused on the entire coastal region.
Albania's description of national circumstances will be updated,
as well as the steps to be taken or envisaged to implement the
Convention. Finally, the project will continue to build institu-
tional capacity for implementing the Convention in Albania in-
cluding the undertaking of activities related to climate change
education and awareness. The outcomes/outputs of the TNC,
as per the project proposal, are listed below:

Outcome 1 - National circumstances, steps taken or en-
visaged, constraints and needs have been assessed as
input for the implementation of the UNFCCC in Albania
 Output 1.1: National circumstances in Albania have been
asse-ssed, taking into account development priorities, institu-
tional arran-gements and concerns that derive from climate
change impacts. This project output will prepare a report on
national circumstances which will include both National and
Regional Development Priorities and their linkages with cli-
mate change issues.
 Output 1.2: Activities and measures to implement the
UNFCCC in Albania have been defined and described, includ-
ing an assessment of needs and constraints. This output will
include the description of programs containing measures in
Albania regarding climate change mitigation and adaptation and
other information considered relevant to the achievement of
the Convention's objective.  Other important topics: geogra-
phy, climate, economy, biodiversity, demography, health, and
education, research and systematic observation, training and
public awareness, capacity building activities and information,
and networking related to climate change are also covered.

Outcome 2 - The time series for the national GHG in-
ventory 2000-2005 has been produced with refined time-
series results for the period 1990-2005, and emphasis
on key emission sectors
 Output 2.1: The national GHG inventory for the sectors: (i)
energy/transport; (ii) industrial processes; (iii) agriculture; (iv)
land use, land-use change and forestry (LUCF); and (v) waste
has been produced for the period 2000-2005, with refinement for
transport sector. The third national GHG Inventory shall use the
Revised 1996 IPCC Guidelines and the IPCC Good Practice
Guidance.
 Output 2.2: An analysis of key GHG emission categories
has been carried out, an uncertainty analysis has been carried
out, and a QA/QC plan and a database of emission factors
have been established. This output includes the development
and implementation of quality control and quality assurance



procedures (QC/QA) for the information and data collected.
Archiving procedures will be updated to improve transparency
and data security. This project component will further include
a Key Category analysis and an Uncertainty Analysis follow-
ing the IPCC Good Practice Guidan-ce.

Outcome 3 - Sector and regional vulnerabilities to cli-
mate change have been assessed using improved meth-
odologies and climate models
 Output 3.1: The regional climate in Albania has been mod-
eled using appropriate dynamic downscaling techniques in com-
bination with models from climate centers abroad, including
simulation of relevant climate change scenarios. At least four
different global climate models will be considered. Emission
scenarios A2, A1B and B1 will provide a quantitative basis to
assess uncertainty margins.
 Output 3.2: Studies along the entire Albanian coastal zone
using different climate change scenarios and impact assess-
ments for key sectors (i.e., agriculture, human health, water
resources management, natural disasters, tourism, and
biodiversity) have been carried out for various emission sce-
narios until at least 2050.
 Output 3.3: An adaptation action plan based on Integrated
Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) has been prepared based
on vulnerability mapping, stakeholder consultations, and im-
pact reports for the near- to mid-term (2012-2050).

Outcome 4 - Greenhouse gas mitigation assessment
using updated emission inventories and modeling frame-
works
 Output 4.1: Detailed bottom-up modeling of the costs and
bene-fits of a wide range of potentially relevant GHG mitiga-
tion options using the Long-range Energy Alternatives Plan-
ning (LEAP) model, with a particular focus on options in the
transport and industrial sectors.
 Output 4.2: Development of a climate change mitigation plan
has been carried out based on a national stakeholder-driven pro-
cess to identify, prioritize, and characterize the costs and ben-
efits of GHG mitigation strategies in the transport and industrial
sectors.
With regard to the Transport and Energy focus: Two stud-
ies have been carried out up to now for the impact of CC on
electricity generation from hydro power plants: Drini River
and Mati River Catchment areas. The TNC should explore
whether the goal of reducing hydropower production due to
climate change in other water catchment areas like the Vjosa
and Devolli ones. The TNC should also clarify whether the
goal of reducing the dependence on water (a very important
asset for Albania) for energy production is a realistic one. Fi-
nally, the TNC should address the relationship between traffic
congestion and emissions.
With regard to Clean Development Mechanism: The TNC
should contribute to building CDM awareness by assessing
ongoing and completed CDM projects and their potential im-
pacts on GHG abatement. The TNC should also identify spe-
cific areas in Albania that would be hospitable to CDM projects,
which should be made publicly available to potential investors
through a webpage and other media outlets.

Outcome 5 - The Albanian Third National Communica-
tion has been published and presented to the Govern-

ment and national stakeholders
 Output 5.1: The Third National Communication has been
published and presented to the national Government, national
stakeholders and the general public.
 Output 5.2: A monitoring and evaluation programme has
been designed and implemented in accordance with UNDP
guidelines.

The TNC project document is waiting the final endorsement
of the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water Adminis-
tration on behalf of the Albanian Government before its start-
up within the first half of 2012 and will get implemented through
a three year process.

Mirela KAMBERI, M.Sc.
Team Leader

Project Coordinator
UNDP Climate Change

Programme

ENER-SUPPLY PROJECT - FINAL NEWS

     1. "ENER SUPPLY" Full Stop
36 months have passed and finally the ENER SUPPLY project
is concluded. From 2007, when there were the first discussions
on the development of a project that could support the local level
in planning and management of the ener-gy development, most
things have changed.  For instance the adoption of the 20-20-
20 strategy, has changed drastically all the policy planning.
Nowadays Europe 2020 is a full comprehensive strategy that in-
cludes the objectives of ener-gy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy sources. At the same time the Covenant of Mayors has be-
come "the standard" and benchmark to which all the Municipali-
ties  try to attend. In addition the high price of energy has be-
come a constant feature of our background.

At the same time some steps to the implementation of sustain-
able energy policies have been taken as application of the finan-
cial incentives, improvement of skills, spread out of the commu-
nication and better authorization system.
 Short term through the implementation of the training, the
implementation of audits, 19 feasibility  studies, 34 RES maps;
 Midterm through the promotion of the results (Maps and
feasibility studies) to the target groups (investors and public
planners) as well as the promotion of the feasibility studies to
the potential investors;
 Creating some long-lasting tools like the pre-analysis soft-
ware for biomass, the handbook on how to use the renewable
energy sources, www.ener-supply.eu translated into 11 lan-
guages, promoting the improvement of legislation on energy
management and support the join to the Covenant of Mayors.

What we have learnt in ENER SUPPLY is that communica-



tion and training to raise awareness and improve the skills on
such technological and essential topic should be a continuing
action and not just a spot activity. Therefore we look with sat-
isfaction at the results reached but we are aware that most
should be done and we invite all the policy makers and the
project developers to use ENER SUPPLY results to improve
the local planning and to improve the use of sustainable energy.

We also take the opportunity to thank all the people that di-
rectly and indirectly support ENER SUPPLY and we invite
them to look at our website to download all the documentation.
At the same time we invite you to join the LinkedIn group here,
created to go on the sharing expertise and tools on energy
management.  So, finally, it is possible to say a lot of results
were reached and that was not possible without a clear and
harmonious environment among the partners, "Jointly we can"
because we trust in each other. Now it is time for new adven-
tures!

     2. "ENER SUPPLY" Final Conference
The final conference of ENER-SUPPLY project took place at
the premises of Municipality of Potenza on 20th of April 2012 at
the Archaeological Museum. During the 2nd session "How
much done. How much to do." weere shown the final results
of the project especially the RES maps.

During the 3rd Session: "Beyond ENER SUPPLY. Coopera-
tion tools and models", there were presented Bristol from UK
and SENERGIA from the South Coast of Lisbon in Portugal and
discussed on how to use the results of ENER SUPPLY to go
further. It was highlighted that the future of energy sustainable
development is linked to the capacity of involvement and com-
munication with local stakeholders in a comprehensive way and
at the same time to activate financial resources. Partners and
politicians and experts took part in the conference and became
aware with the achieved results.

     3. "ENER SUPPLY" Main Results
The project finished in April 2012, after 37 months of intensive
work in which it identified the requirements for skills improve-
ment and competences of the employees and external experts
of more than 82 local Authorities from 11 South East Europe
countries in all the process: from development to financial evalu-
ation.

Now at the end of the project, more than 1,200 hours of train-
ing for 382 participants have been carried out (more than 100
registered in the web-platform).

Photo from the Trainings on RES

This together with e-learning courses and technical assistance
has given the opportunity to develop:
 34 Maps for the development of Renewable Energy Sources.

  

The maps represent a beginning step to the planning of the
energy development;

Photo of a Wind Potential Map

 In addition more than 19 feasibility studies have been con-
cluded. They refer essentially to pilot plants. As whole they
imply a power of approximately 50 MW;
 Starting from the Italian experience of the Energy Manage-
ment in public sector (more than 20 years of experiments and
stories), it has been developed territorial energy balances,
analyses of energy supply and energy audits;

 The analysis of supply have proposals for substitution of
supplier and also in one case for improvements of more than
250 000 EUR;
 More than 23 000 participants took part at the events;
 More than 15 000 visitors on the website;
 1 LinkedIn network with 89 group members that is growing
and growing and if you have not joined yet, you can do it on
LinkedIn website;
 11 information campaigns have been concluded (9 Energy
days concluded, 1 competition video, 3 video performances,
28 articles at local press and 2 at national press).

Local Partner:
Dr. Eng. Edmond HIDO

Energy Efficiency Centre
ehido@eec.org.al

Project Coordinator:
Mr. Marco CAPONIGRO
Municipality of Potenza
marcocaponigro@tiscali.it


